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Review Your Course Plan

• Have the “College” talk with your 

parents.

• Meet with your Guidance Counselor.

• Review general admissions for your 

preferred colleges. 
https://comptroller.texas.gov/programs/education/msp

• Add Dual Credit and/or AP courses.

• Start thinking about recommendation 

letters.

https://comptroller.texas.gov/programs/education/msp


Continue to Work Hard

• Stay focused on your courses and 

academics.

• Keep volunteering.

• Continue extracurricular activities



Extracurricular

Activities

Athletic 

Teams

School 

Clubs

Cheerleading/

Dance/

Poms

School Plays

Musicals

Service 

Clubs

Class 

Boards



Those Pesky Tests

• PSAT®, NMSQT®, SAT®—
https://www.collegeboard.org

• ACT®— http://www.act.org

• Visit the websites and stay in touch 
with your counselor.

• It is recommended that Juniors start 
taking the PSAT/ACT/SAT in the 
spring of their Junior year.  Plus, your 
scores may make you eligible for 
national scholarships.

https://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/


Keep Reading

• Read Daily— include a variety of 

material.

• Keep up with current events, 

nationally and world-wide.



College Fairs and Financial Aid 

Nights

• Attend! Both you and your parents.

• Listen carefully, ask questions and 

take notes.

• Pick up information.

• Use collected materials to narrow 

your list of possible colleges.

• Consider how you’ll pay for college 

(scholarships, financial aid, student 

loans)



“Spring Things” to do

• Contact the colleges on your “short list”. 

Start planning campus visits in the spring 

and summer.

• Pay attention to admission requirements and 

deadlines for admissions and financial aid.

• Ask about scholarship application 

procedures for ALL types—general, unique, 

targeted, departmental, etc. 

• Review https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/

to help compare costs associated with 

with universities you are interested in.

https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/


Build Your Resumes

• For college acceptance and/or scholarships 

you will need letters of recommendation.  

Include your name, address, phone number, 

email address, ACT score and GPA if 

applicable on Resume.  (see example next 

slide)

• Include a cover letter.  

• Use your resume listing of extracurricular 

activities, awards, honors, work experience, 

leadership positions and volunteer activities.

• Sample resume for employment is also 

included.  (see example slide)



Sample Resume for College Acceptance 

or Letters of Recommendation



Sample Resume for 

Employment



FSA ID

• Apply at:

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

• The student and one parent will each need 

an FSA ID.   The parent and student must 

have independent email addresses and cell 

phone numbers.

• This FSA ID is your digital signature for 

completing the FAFSA.  

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


Why October 1st

• The FAFSA will be available October 

1st of every year

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

• As a senior next year, you will need to 

complete the FAFSA as soon as 

possible after October 1.  You may 

however, get your FSA ID you Junior 

year.

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


Beware

• Make certain you are using 

fafsa.ed.gov.  

If not, you may be charged a fee, if you 

use other sites.

• Never pay for financial aid advise and 

Never pay someone to complete the 

FAFSA for you.

• The official FAFSA site is:

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


Letters of Recommendation

• You will most likely need three or more letters of 

recommendation.

• Ask a variety of people to write them for you, for example,  

teachers, pastors, youth ministers, AG/Extension agents or 

employers.

• Make sure and give those people you are asking time to 

write letters for you!  At least two to three weeks.

• When asking for a letter of recommendation, include a cover 

letter that  includes your future plans, where you plan to 

attend college, what you plan to do with your education and 

how you plan on using the scholarship money.  You may also 

attach your resume.  This will allow the person writing the 

letter know more about you and your strengths and qualities.  



Scholarship Searches

• Be creative in you search for scholarships.

• Pay close attention to qualifications and 

application deadlines.

• Use free searches.

– Adventures in Education free search
https://www.aie.org/resources/scholarship-search/

– College Board search
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search

https://www.aie.org/resources/scholarship-search/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search


Scholarship Resources

• Don’t forget to look locally.
– Civic clubs, booster clubs at your high school, 

non-profit organizations.

• Always use free scholarships searches.
– Never pay for scholarship searches or financial 

aid advice.

• Search free at:
– Fastweb

• https://www.fastweb.com

– Careeronestop

• http://www.careerinfonet.org/scholarshipsearch

https://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.careerinfonet.org/scholarshipsearch


Four Year 

Plan

Mock 

Interview
Resume

Career 

Preparation



Campus Visits

• Plan visits to the schools on your short list.

• Work with your guidance counselor for contact 

information and for advice in setting up the visit.

• Check out the college Website Home Page for 

“Virtual Tours” possibilities.

• Schedule visits to key departments: admissions, 

financial aid, housing, and academic departments.



Web Resources

• http://www.collegeforalltexans.com

Supported by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board.

• https://comptroller.texas.gov/programs/education/msp/

Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation—Compendium of Texas Colleges

and Financial Aid Calendar.  Sponsored by the Texas Comptroller of

Public Accounts.

• https://comptroller.texas.gov/programs/education/

College 529 savings plans.  

• https://www.AIE.org

Adventures in Education-Trellis Corp. supported site.

• http://going2college.org

Another AIE site containing information.

http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/
https://comptroller.texas.gov/programs/education/msp/
https://comptroller.texas.gov/programs/education/
https://www.aie.org/
http://going2college.org/


Transition is a 

process…..

…..NOT an Event!



TIPS FOR SUCCESS

1. Be prepared.  You are going to be busy 
your Senior year! 

2. As parents help your student with their 
schedule.  Allow them to be as 
independent as possible but deadlines will 
be most important to stay on top of.

3. Stay involved in extra curricular activities.

4. Apply early and do your research on 
degrees and colleges.

5. Work on scholarship essays.

6. Study for required entrance exams.

7. Enjoy every minute of your Senior year!



Panhandle-Plains Higher Education 

Foundation

• For more information visit:  www.pphef.org

• Click on the Student/Parent tab for helpful 

planning information.

• Click on the Windmill Scholarship tab for 

application terms and conditions.

SCHOLARSHIP opens December 15 for Seniors.

http://www.pphef.org/

